
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re a d i n g Sk i l l s 
Ye a r 3 

Au t u m n 2 

Do o r s t h i s w i l l o p e n… 

  

Au t h o r 

Poe t 

Pe r f o r m e r 

 

 

 

    Li n   Li n k s 
  

 Dr a m a - 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
 Li t e r a c y – u s i n g 
p oe t i c t e c h n i qu e s t o 
c re a t e o w n p oe m s o r 
p a r t s o f p oe m s.  

 

  

 

Ou r Le a r n i n g Ke ys 
              Fi c t i o n - Poe t r y b y Ke n n Ne s b i t t 

     Vo c a b u l a r y 
p oe m p oe t r y 

re p e t i t i o n w o r d p l a y 

r h ym e r h yt h m 

a l l i t e r a t i o n o n o m a t o p oe i a 

h o m o n ym h o m o gr a p h 

h o m o p h o n e c o u p l e t s 

s yl l a b l e s e x p re s s i o n 

p e r f o r m a n c e   

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

     Ab o u t Ke n n Ne s b i t t 
My f i r s t c h i l d re n’s p oe m — Sc r a w n y Ta w n y Sk i n n e r — w a s w r i t t e n i n 1994 a f t e r h a v i n g d i n n e r w i t h a f r i e n d 
w h o s e 4-ye a r-o l d d a u gh t e r d i d e ve r yt h i n g s h e c o u l d t o ge t o u t o f e a t i n g h e r d i n n e r. Sh o r t l y a f t e r t h a t, I w r o t e 
t w o m o re p oe m s, My Fo o t Fe l l As l e e p a n d Bi n k l e y. Du r i n g 1995 a n d 1996, I w r o t e a b o u t t h re e o r f o u r p oe m s a ye a r 
(i n c l u d i n g Yo u Ca n Ne ve r Be To o Ca re f u l a n d A Me l o n c h o l y Ta l e, w h e n e ve r t h e m o o d s t r u c k m e. 
In e a r l y 1997 I d e c i d e d I w o u l d l i k e t o w r i t e a n e n t i re b o o k o f c h i l d re n’s p oe m s. In 1998, I p u b l i s h e d m y f i r s t 
c o l l e c t i o n o f p oe t r y, e n t i t l e d My Fo o t Fe l l As l e e p. I p u b l i s h e d a s e qu e l c a l l e d I’ve Se e n My Ki t c h e n Si n k i n 1999 a n d 
a t h i r d b o o k, Sa i l i n g Of f t o Si n ga p o re, i n 2000. Th e Al i e n s Ha ve La n d e d a t Ou r Sc h o o l! w a s p u b l i s h e d 
b y Me a d o w b r o o k Pre s s i n 2001. My f i r s t c o l l e c t i o n o f p oe m s a b o u t s c h o o l, Wh e n t h e Te a c h e r Is n’t Lo o k i n g: a n d 
Ot h e r Fu n n y Sc h o o l Poe m s w a s p u b l i s h e d b y Me a d o w b r o o k Pre s s i n 2005. I h a ve s i n c e p u b l i s h e d m a n y m o re b o o k s 
w i t h a n u m b e r o f o t h e r p u b l i s h e r s i n c l u d i n g Sc h o l a s t i c, Ch r o n i c l e Bo o k s, Na t i o n a l Ge o gr a p h i c Le a r n i n g, Li t t l e, 
Br o w n Bo o k s f o r Yo u n g Re a d e r s, Ha m e r a y Pu b l i s h i n g, a n d So u r c e b o o k s Ja b b e r w o c k y. 
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  Qu e s t i o n s 
 Which of the poems do we like best and 
why? 
 Wh a t i s w o r d p l a y a n d h o w i s i t u s e d i n 
p oe t r y? 
 Wh a t i s r h ym e a n d re p e t i t i o n a n d h o w a re 
t h e y u s e d i n p oe t r y? 
Wh a t a re h o m o n ym s a n d h o w a re t h e y u s e d 
i n p oe t r y? 
Wh a t i s a l l i t e r a t i o n? 
 

 

No w 
Poe t r y 
Poe m s b y Ke n n Ne s b i t t 
 
 

Ne x t 
Fi c t i o n 
Th e Sh a m a n’s Ap p re n t i c e 
Lyn n e Ch e r r y 
 

                    Re a d i n g Sk i l l s  
 Un d e r s t a n d l i t e r a r y t e c h n i qu e s i n p oe t r y 
 Re a d p oe m s a l o u d t o d e m o n s t r a t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
 Id e n t i f y s o m e d i f fe re n t f o r m s o f p oe t r y 
 Ex p l a i n t h e m e a n i n g o f w o r d s i n c o n t e x t 
 Ex p l a i n h o w t h e c h o i c e o f w o r d s a n d p h r a s e s e n h a n c e s 

t h e e f fe c t o f t h e p oe m 

 

                  Im a ge s     
          

 

 

  `  

Pre v i o u s l y 
Fi c t i o n 
Fl y Ea gl e, Fl y 
Ch r i s t o p h e r Gre go r o w s k i 
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