An Introduction
to Twinkl Phonics

for Parents and Carers
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Effective Phonics, Done Simply



<Dld You Know...?

There are 26 letters in the alphabet but
there are 44 sounds and over 100
different ways of spelling them.

This is why English is one of the most
complex languages to learn!

Whole Scheme Sound Mat

. G
. ear
or ore .
ow ear
aw al
ou eer

o 8F E

IHIIID ’
LT
BEonnnpn



< What Is Synthetic Phonics?

o A method of teaching reading and writing, in which
words are broken up into ‘phonemes’.

o Children learn to associate ‘graphemes’, with
each phoneme.




C Phoneme >

Smallest unit
of sound in a
word.

The written
representation

of a sound
e.g. m sh air




< Pure Sounds >

The pronunciation of each phoneme clearly and
distinctly without adding additional sounds to the end.

Watch here from 25 seconds:
https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=NFjzVBjQoC4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFjzVBjQoC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFjzVBjQoC4

< What Is Synthetic Phonics?

o A method of teaching reading and writing, in which
words are broken up into ‘phonemes’.

o Children learn to associate ‘graphemes’, with
each phoneme.

o Sounds are then ‘blended’ together into words for
reading.

o whole words are ‘segmented’ into their sounds for
writing.
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Joining individual
speech sounds
together to read a

Breaking down
words into
individual speech
sounds to spell a
word




< What Is Synthetic Phonics?

o A method of teaching reading and writing, in which
words are broken up into ‘phonemes’.

o Children learn to associate ‘graphemes’, with
each phoneme.

Sounds are then ‘blended’ together into words for
reading.

whole words are ‘segmented’ into their sounds for
writing.

It is the UK’s most preferred method of teaching
phonics.

Sounds are taught in a prescribed order starting
with s, a, t, p, i, n, as this allows for the most
words to be made from the start, such as ‘sat,’
‘tap’ and ‘pin’.




Level 1 is taught
in Nursery/ o discriminate
Preschool. = different sounds

Envircnmental Sounds instrumental Sounds
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o Listen " Reproduce
attentively audibly the
phonemes

they hear in
words

Aspect 3 - Aspect 4
Body Percussion Rhythm and Rhyme Alliteration

orally

o Extend , segment
vocabulary words into

Aspect 7 -
Orai Blending and phonemeS.

Voice Sounds
Segmenting




o :

\

—

4 )

Level 2 is taught in
Reception.

Level 3 is taught in
Reception.
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Level 4 is taught in
Reception.
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Children will have had
the opportunity to...

O identify the phoneme when shown a grapheme;
O identify the grapheme when they hear the
phoneme;

O Blend and read words using taught phonemes
such as, ‘sat’, ‘boat’, game.

o Use known phonemes to segment and make
phonetically plausible attempts at spelling CVC
words such as ‘paid’ and ‘seed’;

Level 4: Read and write words containing adjacent
consonants, such as ‘sand’, ‘bench’ and ‘flight’;

O Read and spell the common exception words
taught over the phases.

o Level 5 - use alternative ways of pronouncing and
representing the long vowel phonemes.




Level 2 Actions and Mnemonics
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Every sound has a corresponding action and mnemonic which helps children to remember them. You can
support your child by modelling the same sounds and actions at home.




< Digraph >

two letters

making one
sound

< Trigraph>

et

- three letters

making one
sound
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Level 3 Actions and Mnemonics
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It is really important that children learn to form the letters using the correct letter formation when writing. As they are
introduced to a new sound, children are taught how to write it correctly. It would be great if you could also model this at home.




Phoneme Fingers

Using fingers to
represent and count

sounds when orally
segmenting words.




circles or spots that can
be written underneath a
sound to support reading

lines that can be written
underneath digraphs or
trigraphs to show that
the letters make one
sound




< Level 4 Adjacent Consonants >
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Split Digraph

two letters making one
sound which are
divided by a consonant
e.g. i_e sound in the
word ‘side’




< Alternative Pronunciations >

ea




Level 5 Mhemonics

)

Aii«8K /8
{isiaas

Jsfk
\ \ JL P2 \ e Y saw
ow l oe |[ wh c g ph ea ie
window toe wheel city gem do bread shield
ey S — st
tch || are || ear ore ew ew




Common Exception Words that are not
Words fully decodable.

oh
Mrs
people
their
called
Mr
looked
asked
could

These are taught alongside phonemes and graphemes.




Level 6

At this stage, children can read
hundreds of words automatically.
They are now reading for pleasure
and reading to learn rather than
learning to read.




Level 6 Mnhemonics

Level 6 is
taught in
Year 2.

read and spell
most words
containing
common
suffixes
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Read and spell
most common
exception
words

Read most words confidently to focus on their o Use phonics skills learned to confidently
understanding rather than on decoding individual words read and spell unfamiliar words.




Year 1 Phonics Screening Check>

In June, all year 1 children are

The aim is to check that a child is making progress
expected to complete the Year in phonics. They are expected to read a mixture of
1 Phonics Screening Check. real words and ‘nonsense’ words. (Nonsense words
can also be referred to as ‘pseudo’ or ‘alien’ words)

If a child has not reached the
expected standard, we will give
additional support to help the
child to make progress in year 2.

Children who have not
passed the check in year 1
will have the opportunity to
retake it in year 2.




How You Can Help Your Child at Home

Work on listening skills, taking turns
and encouraging your child to look at
you when you are speaking.

Practise segmenting
and blending words.

Look for familiar sounds and words
in the world around you. Such as,
when in the supermarket, can your
child find words on your shopping

list or recognise letters on food
packaging?

When outside, can they recognise
letters on street names or on car
number plates?

When in the house, can they
recognise letters or words in
magazines or letters you receive?




< How You Can Help Your Child at Home >

Practise the new sounds and graphemes your child learns
each week - it will be on the Leedon Link.
Remember to use ‘pure’ sounds when pronouncing the sounds
and model the correct letter formation as is taught in school.

Support your child to complete any homework they bring home.

Read to and with your child every day.

Finally, remember to ask your child’s class teacher if you are
unsure about any aspect of your child’s phonics learning.
A consistent approach is important.




Any Questions?
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